Abstract. Twenty-nine blackcurrant growers participated in the study, which took place between 1977 1980. The purpose of the study was to establish how much time was spent in preparing the fallow ground, planting, cultivating and harvesting blackcurrants. The total area of blackcurrant cultivation included in the study was 1 36,7 ha.
Introduction
The purpose of the 1977-1980 study was to establish the amount of working time consumed in the various stages of blackcurrant production, viz. in the planting summer, the summer after planting, first fruiting year and fruiting years. The different cultivation and harvesting methods were treated separately.
Material and methods
Of the total of 29 growers participating in the study, the number taking part each year varied from 7 to 21. Correspondingly the total area of blackcurrant cultivation was 1 36,7 ha, while the area studied in an indivudual year varied from 27,8 ha to 50,2 ha. The area per farm varied from 0,2 ha to 14,0 ha and the average area per farm was 3,0 ha. Besides growing blackcurrant, most of the farmers were engaged in traditional farming and forestry or they had other work outside the farm. The farms were situated in south-west, east and central Finland.
The variety Ojcbyn was the most commonly cultivated, but Roodknop and Brodtorp were also grown to a lesser extent.
The study method was the same as that in the study on the consumption of working time in strawberry cultivation. This method was reviewed in the publication YLÄRANTA and RYYNÄNEN (1981 In method A the bushes were planted in furrows ploughed by a tractor drawn plough. They were planted in intervals of 0,5-0,9 m and the rows were 3,5-4,0 m apart. The average number of plants per hectare was 4 000. The average labour output using planting method A was 47 plant per hour and 107 plant per hour using method B.
2) The summer following planting Seven farms had one-year old cultivations covering a total area of 1 5,3 ha. 3) The first fruiting year The two-year-old cultivations were classified in a group of their own, as the yield and the need for pruning differ greatly from those of later years. The labour 1 Including cleaning the berries.
2 After mechanical harvesting.
5) The distribution of working time per week
The distribution of working time per week is described in Figure 1 . The diagram above illustrates the distribution of fallow tasks per week. The bushes had been planted mechanically in week 40. The second diagram illustrates the first fruiting years. Baton and hand picking were the harvesting methods applied at this phase of cultivation. The two last diagrams show the normal fruiting years. In the first case the blackcurrants were harvested mechanically and in the second using batons and by hand.
Discussion
Not many studies have been made of the labour consumption in blackcurrant cultivation. KRÄKEVIK (1973) has reported on Norwegian studies. According to his study labour consumption was greater than that in the results presented here Fig. 1 . The distribution of labour (h/ha) in blackcurrant production: planting (above), during the first fruiting year (second) and during normal fruiting years, by mechanical harvester (third) and by baton (below). (B) .
Labour consumption in harvesting, will clearly decrease in the future, when cultivations reach normal fruiting level and cultivation methods are developed according to the best known methods.
